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Policing our schools:
New Jersey ahead of most

Resource officers
Ty to improve
he odds

I Y RAREN DEMASTERS

Mewark Speclal Police Officer
DCavaymie A, Reeves was shar and killed
cutside Weequahic High School in
Mewark In ihe summer of 2005 after
breaking up a fght beowseen twa young
waomen. He had worked in the Newark
srhools for three years when he was
killed an the age af 35.

His dcath, and the rash of killings in
schools across the couniry in recen
manths, {5 a graphic reminder thar
waorking in a schoal is not an easy or
sale assignmen for a police officer. The
MNew Jersey  Association  Scheool
Resource Officers (MJASRO), repre-
sepfigg the allicers assigned to schools
throaughout the state, trics to improve
thizse el with progeer tralindng.

e association has iralned GO0 olT-
cers inthe five years it has been in eoxds-
ternce amid about 270 school disirlcis
the stane sy hive allicers 1o paral the
halls and teach a variety of classes.

Mew Jlersey is ahead of muach of the
rest af the natiaonin dhata state law ow
mandates that a training eurriculam b
developed for Schoo] Resownce CMfcers
aml thar i being done with the assis-
tanee of the state Police Training Com-
mission, said Sgr. John Morella, a
whoal resouree olffcer an'West Orange
High 5choal and KIASRO president.
Llentil noowe, Mew Jersey, Ilke atherstaies,
used a national curdeulum.

"We wani 1o make sure the depan-
mueris are pulting qualified people ineo
the schools,” Morella said. “And we do
nobwan o gt seneones in the school
wdhen cliosess mwon weanil 1o be there Iis nar
a question of 5iF wiolenee is going to
happemn: i[5 a question of ‘when™

MIASED was [fnvited 1o atend a
recent Mational School Safery Confer-
ence in Chevy Chase, MO at the request
af theWhite Howse, The confereneewas
attencded by Presidenn Gearge W Bush,
Attommey General Alberto Gonzales, US
Educarion Secreiary Margaret Spellings,
erisis counselars and a surdvor of the
Columbine, 00 High School shooting
SEVET YEETs SE

[he conlerence was designed 1o
develop sandards for combating
school  wiolemee, The econference
included law enforcement offfcials,
schools officials, community represen-
tatlves and families to discuss besi
practices far preventing vialence,

“MNever has the need for school
resource officer rralming besn more nec-
esseary then i is woday” suid Hoben Tes-
saro, NIASRO executive director, “The
evernreal the past few weeks have shown
us henw sulnerable aur schoals can be i
the propeT sieps are nad taken toensure
the safiery of the students and siafl™

"M IASRO suppoarts the eorts of the
White House to develop a planto help
combat the wave of school violence
that has been infecting the Unfued
Stanes, Morclla said- “Our organization
reprisents the poliee offfcers who walk
the halls of New Jersey schoals, and are
eften the Mrs respoduders in cases of
wiabenee. We are asking thar the feder-
al government devote as much
Tesources 1o prodecting our schools as
it does o prodecting our bridges, un-
nels and infrastructures.”

School salery officers olten were
hired during the Clinnon admdidsira-
ticn when community policing grants
were avallable. Some schools have
managed 1o continue the practioe,
despite budget cuthbacks, Morella said,

Some Tundimg 18 now available
thraagh American Recyeling Technalo-
gies (ART), an organization that puts
clothing bins in public locations roeol-
bect danatians, The company donates
maney 1o police departments that will
sponsor the bims. the sergeant sald,

Commumnities interesied in the program
i contact Michael Conwary o ART
atdl7-a07-21 7

“We caril prevent all violence. butwe
can mitigae it.° he added.

The West Orange schools recenthy
installed a security system  using
matehing federal grans than includes
clectronic identification cards for stu-
demnis and persomnel, and digiral cam-
eras in the schoals.

“Ithas definitely made animpac. The
rate of suspensions has gone down and
ourr theefis e goase down,™ he sddied.

“We also want 10 get officers into as
many ¢lassroons as possible, We can
teach a varieny olthings. in addiion ta
legal and law enforcement classes, safc
driving courses, and anti-drugs anid
aleohal insrruerions. We can go o a -
cmce class and analyze how a breatha-
lyvrer works: we can go toa math elass
and analyee an anomabile accdent
soene, Morclla said “We want to break
down barriers berween the cops amd
thie kids and make us more approach-
able”

NIASRO coamdunct s & raining class for
responding o school shoafngs in the
Atlantic City schools cach year. NIAS-
Ry would like mandated school shoeon-
or training for all afficers, a national
reporting system for school violence,
mansdated educar om for selool Taculny
on dealing with cris e, increased foder-
al lunding for resource offlcer tralning
amd lederal grams o pay for schodol
resource afficers.

"We would like all officers 1o be
traimiel in sctive school shooting and
w are waorking for funds to do that,”
sald Tessars, W school resource officer
ram Bailey, CO (where Duane Morrd-
gon sexually modested a group of girls
and them sha one before shoming
himsell fn Seprember) wold me the
schools would have lost even more
children ihat day if the school resource
alficers had not been as well trined as
they were.

"Than officer said he lived in a small



fowm and never ithought anyihing like
thils would ever happen there, Ve wani
aciive school shooter mraining o be

mardkated nationalhe |0 s ol a case af

‘what ifviolence coours' bui “wihat now
when [t does,” Tessaro sald

“Mlost people think it1s a goad ldea
i have officers in schonls oot thie fow
of information needs 1o be better,” he
added.

Caontrary 1o whial many believe, sta-
tisties show that ow of &0 schoal
shootings that have oceurred In the
Dndicd Staves slnee 1960, In 80 percent
of thir cases the shioaters bl samaesn
ahead of time they were going v do i
Four ouwt of five of these shootkngs

ceurred outside the school Inca play-
granwnd or parking lot. rather than
indoors. [n MNew Jersey, 1,500 incidents

of weapons in schoeols were reported
lasi year and NIASHCE belleves many
schaools are underreporting

“Mine oy percent of ourolfioers mepor
faking a weapon of some sori off of a
stuclent durlng the year,” Tessaro sabd.

Educators also need to be tanghi
what to do when confronted with sipns
of potential violence,

“Arone Bew lersey school mesting
recendly, panenis swore there was no
problem with gangs, The SRO affered
no take the parents 10 the boys' bath-
room where he had found gang graiffi-
i oan the walls The paint was thi
Flrl = THI%H all |,,'.|I|_!!1 natedlicel 1 b
acknowledged, and the gralfin meeded
1o be documented before it was erased
in case it was usefol in some future
investigatkon,” he added.

PHOTO BY DLNIE MILAKD
Sgt. John Mofella, a school resource offlicer al West Orange High School and NJASRD president, addresses students,

NIASRO will haoldd iis Tourih amnuoal
sclirol safery conference in Ailaniie
City Mow 8-10. The conferemce will
include activie shaater (rdning and
table iop exercises for critical inidend
responding.

Ak the matbin again moms the boss
nF'!,'-'mn;,l life: i eemissbess schon] win-
lemee, law enforeement agencies and
schionl distriets continne to search for
answers on liow they can best prepare
for and prevent such incidents in the
fature,” the comlberence welbsite notes.
The conference Includes presentatlons
by experts on school violence and is
held in canjunction with the New ler
sey Education Assoclatben annual con-
ference i Atlante Cly that same wee
Additiomal infoermation can be foand at
WWW.ITa5r0.coim



Corzine stumps for SAVE

B s b 1 lee el msh ol schweod
shootings. Gon, Jon 5 Conzine created a
Gl sl il e koo as SO
Strateghe Actlons forViolenoe Elininailon
st il inchiacks active pacacipalion wilk
Lo emBoeer e and the comnmameg:

The povemor’s office sakd the program
i chis g B Dl “ensine chose ancd o
tine coordination with school officials, o
ey SChd scurny plans, 10 esxensse
school bockdmen amd active shoaber prro-
Tt el prarticipa e i v crinmse e
VeI Dyaes ol programa”

“Werve il D sasbibenie] ancd sleaken
by the pecent school afiacks that have
piven a Wi-ancl-cleaily urgency o thecall
for stpergilening our peodovtions lor kicls™
Cordnesaid This plan “will akened stops
leevants making o scelvools iraly secene,
ancl achiresses g salcly issues ai the
sauima Himee, 1o ensuire our offens s keeps
oanrchildren safewill be effective”

T prrasgmaing gpneaw Ouil ol iln: Schoal
Securily Task Foroe, which ik goer-

PHOTO FiRGM THE OFMIOE OF Tiel GOVE RMODR

Many gathered to mark the new SAVE initiative. From left to right ane: Dr. Elizabeth
Haolley, MJASRD education consultant; Sgi. Joha Morella, West Orange P NJASRO
president: Robert V. Tessaro, NJASRO execulive director: Fort Lee Det. Louis Yoo
el NJ State Trooper Gregary Williams, HJASRO Region 2 director; Go Corzing
Fort lLee Chief Thomas Ripoli; Wayne Det. Chaistlan Wittig RJASRO Reglon 1 direc-
tor: Fort Lee Det. Sgt. Patrick Kissane, NJASRO 1st vice president; West Orange PO,
Keith Holley, NJASRO treasurer Saddie River Det. Tamothy Gerity, NJASRO 2nd vice
president: Fort Lee Deputy Chie! John Reuter; and Saddie Brook Chief Robert
Fugler, NJ State Association of Chiets of Police Ist vice president.

now crealedd Do exaimine Dwe essie of
sichioed] viedenee SAVE willl be Desled

stnctor g oo Erol By Bl o Besw fer
sy s i indled. Heewilll adso ask for legiala-

by Richard 1. Cafas direcior of the
state Oiflce of Homelamnd Secu ity and
Prspranedness,

O sanidd b wlll woork witly the ik
eral gevermeni amd oiher stales to enacl

ticn Eo negpuiine each school in the state o
run security exemcises amd drills

The Poabics Traninge Coimemissionwill e
aske iomodify cumoulem ihat is under
diseelopment fer schood wesoume officers
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